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EIT Health and BioMed Alliance join forces
to facilitate closer collaboration of health
innovation community and medical
societies in Europe
•
•

EIT Health and BioMed Alliance sign Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for two years
MoU covers cooperation opportunities in the fields of education, innovation and
entrepreneurship

Today, EIT Health (part of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology) and the Biomedical
Alliance in Europe (BioMed Alliance) announce the signing of an MoU signaling moves towards closer
collaboration between the healthcare innovation sector and leading medical societies across Europe.
There are clear synergies and complementarities that exist between the largest health innovation
network in Europe representing academia, industry, research and healthcare delivery as well as startups and entrepreneurs (EIT Health) and the organisation representing more than 400,000 researchers
and healthcare professionals within 35 European medical societies (BioMed Alliance). The groups aim to
work together to improve the leadership and entrepreneurial culture of the medical community in the
identification and research and development of innovation, as well as bolstering the continuing medical
education available to healthcare professionals on implementing and using innovative products and
services (i.e digital and data literacy).
Delivering safe, effective and efficient healthcare solutions requires the strong involvement of the
medical community alongside entrepreneurs to ensure that clinical and patient needs are the driving
force. The medical community has a large role to play alongside patients and citizens in the needs
assessment for health innovation, as well as the development, testing, adoption and post-market
evaluation of products and services. The partnership between EIT Health and BioMed Alliance aims to
further a culture of collaboration and co-creation in healthcare research and innovation, ensuring that
the right people are involved at all stages.
“In order for innovative healthcare solutions to have true impact, we must build them directly in
response to, and alongside, the healthcare professionals who will use them and the patients who will
benefit. Likewise, the upskilling and continuing education of healthcare professionals is crucial to the
broad adoption of innovative solutions - this can only be achieved when people are ready and willing to
use them. We are very pleased to collaborate with the BioMed Alliance and eager to work together on
bringing the medical community even closer to health innovation,’ said Jan-Philipp Beck, EIT Health CEO.
Innovation is inevitably linked to change and therefore education for healthcare workforces must be
continuous, particularly in response to the rise in digital solutions such as artificial intelligence within
healthcare settings. A report published in 2020 by EIT Health and McKinsey & Company, highlighted a
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large gap in digital skills amongst existing healthcare workforces,
and outlined the need for holistic digital education to be embedded into medical curricula, as well as
continuing medical education (CME).1
“The BioMed Alliance and its members very much look forward to working with EIT Health based on our
new MoU. We believe that by joining forces on issues of common interest, we can have an even bigger
impact on catalysing excellent health research and innovation in European healthcare. A key example is
CME. Medical societies are among the most important providers of high-quality and objective CME and
there are key opportunities to cooperate with EIT Health when it comes promoting innovation through
education” said Prof. Wilfried Ellmeier, BioMed Alliance President.
The MoU will be in place for a period of two years, and immediately facilitates the joint working of the
organisations
ENDS

Notes for Editors
For more information, please contact yasmin.ghariani@eithealth.eu or
marieke.meijer@biomedeurope.org.
About EIT Health
EIT Health is a network of best-in-class health innovators with approximately 150 partners and is
supported by the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), a body of the European Union.
We collaborate across borders to deliver new solutions that can enable European citizens to live longer,
healthier lives.
As Europeans tackle the challenge of increasing chronic diseases and multi-morbidity, and seek to
realise the opportunities that technology offers to move beyond conventional approaches to treatment,
prevention and healthy lifestyles, we need thought leaders, innovators and efficient ways to bring
innovative healthcare solutions to market.
EIT Health addresses these needs. We connect all relevant healthcare players across European borders –
making sure to include all sides of the “knowledge triangle”, so that innovation can happen at the
intersection of research, education and business for the benefit of citizens.
EIT Health: Together for healthy lives in Europe.
For more information visit: www.eithealth.eu.
About BioMed Alliance
The Biomedical Alliance in Europe (BioMed Alliance) is the result of a unique initiative of more than 35
leading European medical societies that together include more than 400,000 researchers and health
professionals. The Alliance aims to speak as a common voice of its members seeking to; facilitate and
improve biomedical research in Europe, develop a framework for better training and mobility of
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researchers and healthcare professionals in Europe, represent medical societies in common policy and
strategic matters and improve public understanding of medical science in Europe.
The BioMed Alliance is a recognised stakeholder at EU level and facilitates cooperation between medical
societies in different taskforces in a range of health policy and regulatory affairs matters. Through its
CME Experts Committee, the Alliance promotes excellence in Continuing Medical Education (CME) by
allowing for cooperation and information exchange between medical societies (who are among the
most important providers of CME through the organisation of congresses, courses, training, e-learning
and other educational activities).
For more information visit: www.biomedeurope.org.
References
1.

EIT Health and McKinsey & Company (2020). “Transforming healthcare with AI: The impact on the workforce and
organisations” [online] Available at: https://eithealth.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EIT-Health-andMcKinsey_Transforming-Healthcare-with-AI.pdf.

Please contact Yasmin Ghariani
T: +44 7983 794372
E: yasmin.ghariani@eithealth.eu

